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N o qquestion that the unmistakable blips
sashaving across your electronics are a
herd of big 'gills. You've been trying to catch
them for hours, but no matter what you do,

the fish seem entirely content to merely fol-
low your bait up or down—even to just stare
at it when you hold it steady. It's the strangest
and most frustrating thing. Finally, a friend
plops down an Agqua-Vu Camera and says,
“Set the hook!"

So you set it just to humor your buddy. Fish on! Then,
like a jolt, a revelation: The fish have been eating your
bait all day long. You simply weren’t detecting the bites.
You now watch fish after fish ease up and inhale
vour bait without ever sending a signal back
up the line.

This scenario haunts even the best ice
anglers. And I suspect it’s a recurring event
as regular as a revolving door, for those who
don’t use an underwater camera. For people
accustomed to using cameras, however, going
fishing without one feels like entering a lab
without a microscope. Underwater cameras
lend many clues about what's going on under
the ice, yielding real images that are nearly
impossible to misinterpret.

South Dakota ice angler Dennis Kassube
used his underwater camera to select for big-
ger fish during the 2005 North American Fish-
ing Championship, on Lake Mary near
Alexandria, Minnesota. “Our flashers revealed
that we were on fish,” says Kassube.

»» Underwater cameras yield real images
that are nearly impossible to misinterpret.
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Underwater Camera
Applications

“Everybody fishing was catching fish. But we needed
to catch bigger fish. The key was getting our baitin front
of the right size bluegills and crappies—which is impos-
sible with just sonar.”

According to legendary iceman Dave Genz, “Cameras
make it easier to quickly identify fish behavior and loca-
tion. In fact, some ice-fishing tournament anglers may
spend an entire day searching with cameras. With a two-
man team, one guy drills while the other views. Some
days these boys never wet a line, but they take notes and
compare observations, which gives them a better under-
standing of the fish and how to catch them.”

The search to pattern fish might take four holes or
forty. Sooner or later, though, you see some fish. Con-
tinue employing the camera and ask yourself: What is it
about the vegetation at this depth that’s compelling fish
to hold here? What is it about the depth? What's the temp?




Often, the answers come after sce-
ing the same scenario untold over
and ovver ina number of locations.

Before sonar, the scene on oe was
often just a man holding a pole, stand-
ing ower a hole in the ice. Lising sonar
was revalutiona ry and rematns a
vital ice-fishing tool today. Genz
says that before underwater cam-
eras, anglers had only the support
of sonar to locate and understand
fish behavior. “We used to search
for pockets in the weeds, mainly so
Whe ‘ﬂ:l“ = | Il.le i!:ll"’l.'l."’lﬂ'l!l.ﬂ VLT t'h.'"l!'l-
from fish and vegetation on the
screen,” he explains. “But the under-
vakier camera revicals thal the bigrest
"gills were in e dense weeds, which
taught us that we needed to get our
baits right into the dense stalks. Dur-
img the day, a panfish’s main mis-
gion is bo hide from ]1iL|.-. And if
there’s heavy cover available, you
can bet panfish are going to be hang-
ing deep in the cover.”

To interact with .j_"I“_'\- burrowed
deep in cover, downviewing ks best.
“Diownviewing works great m heavy
cover—it's like cavesdropping right
in their Ii'.'1:r'\|?:1 rooma. Position the
camera lens so it's pointing at the
lake bottom, then drop it down the
same hole you're fishing. Down-
viewing allows Yo fo et nﬁht i
thi '.'-'1‘1."«3:'.‘ clusters in aneas we could
niver really fish right, before,” Gene
sy “A sonar just lights up from top
b0 botbom and you have no idea whal
youl"re seving, Cameras allow yvou o
probe down between these dense
stalks to find big panfish.”

Underwaber cameras also have
1'11-.'I"|!|."|.| us to e ]"l!'\llil b I1|: Flﬂ n r:l"|-|1
suspending well above botlom, inside
strangge viells of milky-looking water
surmounded by clearer water. Even-
h1.1.|]:.' wie dletermined thail these viels

Wore I\.'I.!lI:IIF!lL!lhl"lj 11{ A SSLIYE
dinsities of |'_].rl|.'J||rr'.:| I|:1||'.:'_1 =g
large zooplankton specis com-
main to narthem natural lakes
il el |1|.'1|J:|.'11I.|l|_'.'. Daplenia s
the number-one food source
for winter panfish.
Discovering water bem-
F"I.' FatLre * I!'II."'\I-—]'h!:I'l 1CLL I-!I:I'J:I.'
WlTITET WakeT omes—oan bed
to improved catches of many
species, including walleyes.
several underwater viewing
systems, such as the Aqua-Yu DT,
Seout SRT, and the Marcum V5560,
provide on-screen display of water
bisrrpuera bune at 4|-,';1lh_ a critical foa-
ture once vou understand why
Lnnwu'q.; thiie water temperature is
50 importani
Last winter, friends and | fished a
lake that we knew was home to a
rabust pn;’q:i.‘ll::in::-n af w.1||4'1_.'|_'-_=. Chn
this first ||1|:r. we lonked dovwn nearky

ch Cameras

by Cory Schmidt*

S0 ol wiikh B carmiera sttt soe-
ing a single fish. Finally, pavdirt.

In addition to lots of walleyes, the
big surprise was the waler lempers-
ture: a I1.1.||:||.:.' 43°F We backtracked
amd found that nearly all of our other
hodies read 39°F, We also noted a def-
inibe increase in the density of Rob-
hinz an.lwwl.l in the area with
WaArmer water.

vz keeps a close oye on wator
Il.':I|I|.'r=':.|I|.|rk.'.=-. “Late in tall as waler
temps approach freering. those nobo-
ricees northiwest winds push the cooler
whaber o the south, leaving behind
wirmer waber i the north and west
cormers of the lake,” hesays, © Al first-
ioe, some af our best spobs lie on this
sicke af the lake, Fish definitely seek
ouik the warmest waber, l'.'-i'lll‘l.'l.ﬂ“:l' 1
winmber. Wi re always looking bo Fird
F87F o 39°F water. In areas whers we
kil it at 35°F to 36°F, it's just about a
BEveEn that p».'u:l.l:lhh o L e achive

or searching, &n Agua-Yu Quad 360 or a DT-100 are grest fools.

The Quad simultaneously displays a 4-way view of ihe surrounding
terrain, With this unit, it's easy to quickly stnvey in all directions belors
meving on—no nead to twist the cable 1o spin the camerm. Similarty, the
DT provides on-screen display of camera direction. An arrow Bppears on
the monitor, showing you the exact direction the lens faces, no matter
whare you're standing. The magic hens happens when you spin the cam-
era 1o & direction thal shows fiah. The arrow points your wivy dinsctly to
the school, showing where fo deill the next hole and begin fishing. It also
desplays depth at camem level, information that helps you immadiatdy
find your balt en the screen. A real time-saver.

Acrua-Va DT-100 vgpun- W Dund 360
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*Honestly, water iemperabure and
relative fish location were big
mysieries before | started using the
camera,” savs Genz

OBSERVATIONS
AND SOLUTIONS

We've learmed rom walching pan-
fish, {‘*p-l.*ci.'l.l.l:..‘ 11|ur|q1'|'|.-. that they
aoften moulth the front of a jighea d,
niot the hook-end. We've also notioed
that combining baits thak have con-
I:l'.]s.ﬁng colors, |Ik|;' an grange
lesdhead coupled with a whibe
miagggot, can actually decrease
catch rates. The fish hone in
on the colored leadhead,
,1I:I:.1.|,'Linﬁ the bait head-on,
which prevents them from
inhaling the hook-end. This
explains how you can get
hammuered, strike hack, and
still miss.

The solution is to take a
1/ Bl-ounce whibe or glow-
whibir bavre b bamoad i with
a barbed collar (no body),
the leadhead nearly the color
of the live waxworm, which
comis next. Select a single
plump waxworm, nick off the
head and thread the morsel onto the
jighcad, just as yvou would a plastic
grub, Snug the waxworm |I:H_|'I| s
the leadhead over the barbed collar
Yo' re o F_,mu! o g

The same thing can be done with
A maggot, but selict a |iF without
thie barbed collar, which deflates
and drains these delicate baits
L hiosose Fi_|.;~\. with hook shanks a bit
shorter than the length of the live-
bait. You want a streamlined pack-
age that leaves just a tip of tail
wriggling behind

“Something I've done as a resull
of watching panfish feed on the
Aqun-Vu is T-bone the baik (a wax-
WO OF mCro p|.1.-li|.'_|-, I'u.mh_'lt'lﬁ it
in the middle,” Genz recounts. "T-
boning forces the fsh to commit (o
the hook because it doesn't show

Al

thaem a definite head end—the por-
tion fish prefer to key on.”

We've alzo watched dozens of
walleves strike spoons near the head
or line-tie. When they do, the hook
and minnowhead dangle frecly oul-
side the fishs mouth, Anglers might
also be surprised how often walleyes
complebely miss the bait. Most misses
are walleyves swinging at fst-moving
iigr‘:ing f_.-pu_'q_m:.. .I\.lng'll:'r:n. pig toso fast
and too frequently, without the

35 Underwater caméras allow us
to learn more about fish bahavior
than wo ever thought possible.

necessary long pauses. Hyperactive
jigging might work for some situa-
tions, but given whal our camera
revealed, long pauses (10 to 20 sec-
pnds) are a better option,

It's captivating to see that things
happening below aren't as we imag-
ined. We've watched channel cal-
fish swim absolutely vertical in the
water, lightly l'l1'|.1-|-|'1i11;|; baits with
thetr entine bodies, mose bo @il We've
been shocked as muskies and pike
have engulfed entire camera hous-
ingb' Small FII-IL'.I.‘ have bullied an
entire legion of bluegills away Irom
our baits, The largest yellow perch
in a school often refused to strike
any bait.

But drop the spoon in the mud
and the perch go crazy rooting in
thie silt bo uneover and eat it Every
exeursion with an underwater cam-
era has the F.ll::-ld::‘l.ll.al o reveal
something extraordinary. W

*Cory Schondclt, Braimerd, Minnascts,
is an avid multispecies ioe anglet,
frealanoe writer, and public rela-
tions director for Nature Vision.



