any topnotch anglers have long suspected that the walleyes we catch while trolling
represent but a fraction of the fish that follow our lures. The truth is, of course, that fol-
lowing fish are nearly always catchable fish. Still, when lures fail to change direction or speed
and otherwise deviate beyond the basic straight swim, walleyes often do not react—are not

compelled to make the kill move,

aler Mark
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3 on his trolling passes that most of us only
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Many anglers have adapted their preseniations o ey
o comyert tese fiah We nead bo tweak: the trigeering aspects
of our trolling runs in a big way, rather than just continu-
ing to troll at a constant speed. The concept of "turbo-
trolling” has been with us for years, but most angle ill
neglect the signs and don’t take the necessary steps to trig-
mer reluctant fish,

Consider thise comman sifuations:
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If you've observed preyfish in the water, it's apparent

that they don’t swim 1i aight-running crankbaits. ‘|-
e baitfish move in a straight line for mo i

A= withoik I.I'-I.IJ"'.I.I:I.b and th.il".h_lﬁ\.. direclion.
Bottom-oriented fish dart here and there, poking along beos-
tom, drifting up, hovering, and flitting away. Pelagic fish
like ciscoes, smelt, and shad gather in tighter schools, and
illthr_l-‘l_:lpj‘l I!u::.r traviel im o walker, ghedr movements are
somewlal random. Anentire school may move in tandem,
jetting along then sude i.. nly wheeling around and shoot-
ing off in the op ok,

In summier, 4 fast stradght trall at 3 Ba 5 m |.'lh
might not trigger walle u add occasional rad-
ical speed or directional changes into the mix. A bitof

speed isn’t a problem for walleyes, which can move in
bursts of up to 12 mph.

TURBO-TROLLING

In-Fisheroean has often sug
'l.'|l.".|['p-'|[rn =Fr¢=~.|-nl.|l:|1:|n|
in a sense becomes vour fis ¢ of lure
speed. You wouldn® I:||_|1I; casta |1|!,_ |.-|.:|t .,'III:I.‘I I ]:ll straight
back to the boat all the time. Yet, this s exactly what most

Hers do with crankbaits, e ;linl.. |.|.1'E1| I eontmol ..'||.1.'|.'.|.l.-'.~_i.
is factor number one in trolling, But given I-Imp-"rrll.'
and lure s r-h::l;v;nnr this Ve wiked trollin
;r..,m..-.m. :

awhen bo stay rhﬁ::lmnl..

l::pnm-.ralar Basin Movea: The addition of short but
:Irlti. Fspoed is my key W% I open water.

Some days the moves trigger a couple walleyes, provid-
Jl'l.h d!l‘tl‘lul’ from what otheowise :r|'||.1..||:'|.|: |.1..|1.4..- been a fish-
Jo=s trip. ! Wit b, HII.I-HI.,'I...“IF' moves consistently lTIL_'l.,d.I!'

not just more fish, but the fizh of the day, too,
The openwater game in mest inland lakes and reser-

voirs is all about ing your lure spread within roam-
ing pods of walleves 'l.'hI.Ll:L.I.I"I... relating to larger schools

stedd that your boatisa

TROLLING PROGRAM

BY CORY SCHMIDT"®
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the odgo, ﬂ].m'.‘l.jl.l.ﬂ- off the o

in!ﬂﬂ-utu:u most anglers turn gradually toward

the main port of the point as they reach the turn, but lures never reach that critical
spot. Moanwhile, at the point, most anglers turn sharply in order to bring lures over tho
tip of the point. This manauver often triggors fish but mizges the big fish that oftan lis
in the opon water just beyond the peint. To reach fish in the corner or beyvond the paint,
continun tralling into the cormer and esut beyond the point.

of baitfish. Given that you can track
these schools on sonar, you typically
kmow when lures are running within
the: right zone, Insmaller waters, some
of the better openwater zones lie in
proximity bo struchure, such as the end
of an extended point or bump, Walleyes
and other predators apparently travel
between the structure and the adja-
cent confined open water as food
becomes available. As each trollin
session develops, anglers enter GI’%
waypoints when fish stnke. Chver time
thisie points combine to reveal *sweet
spots” within an open basin,
Enowledge of where these spats
lie allows you to knew when to add

a burbo move, As vou approach one, |

rﬂt.'ud]}" accelerate and make a fairly
sharp (say, ﬁl}du-%:e} fuirre. You migght
also try this at the end of a trollin
pass, The change in boat spead anﬁ
direction compels following walleyes
to strike: Qutside lures speed u.p,
while inside lures stall. As you
straighten out of the turn, shift the
engine into neutral and coast forward
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for a three-count. With the boat now

pointed directly toward your desti- |

mation, shift into gear and crank the
speed immediately up to at least 3
mph, better to 4 or 5. E‘Iamlam this
sped for another three-count, then
slowr boe Uhie asitial tmllmg E-F-L"Ed
That 1Ic:-]lu1g sequence is the most
effective trigger I've ever used for
walleyes in warmer water. Many vari-
ations on this basie mancuver exist, of
course, Regardless of variation, use
the moves judiciously, like a well-
placed change-up in the midst of
repeated fast balls, Inject them into
trolling runs wheneyer your lures ane
near groups of walleyes, when you've
gone some distance without a strike,
or when you believe that walleyes are
following lures but failing to commit,
Following Contours; Another
good trolling move can be employed
when you're contour-trolling down-
wind along the edge of an extended
point, hvﬂ]:lugs:ntﬁw Cne key area
along the edge is at any sharp inside
Et:ﬂ'nEI' Hul]%ﬂw do you effectively

| most mapped lakes.

troll plugs into a tight corner?
In-Fisherman Professional Walleye

Trail anq:iI11 r Doc Samson of fers this
advi ¢n trolling an inside turn
atthe base of a point, maost anglers
turn gradually in an effort to keep
lines from crossing. Buk then the lures
never peach the key comer of the break

| that wsually holds walleves, becauze
| the boat pulls the lures off the break

before they

get there.”
Rather than turning at the inside

| comer, Samscon trolls straight over the

top of the spet for another 120 feet or
so—the distance his lines trail behind
thi boat, This assures that his crankbails
swim through the key spot.

"Using the chart-plotter feature in
tandem with the digital sopar on my
Lawrance LCX-113C HD,” Samson
says, "ivs easy bo follow a contour on
The slick part is
that [ can make adjustments fo boat
specd and direction before the con-
tour even changes, because [ see my

| boaticon on the background of the

lake map relative to structure. [ can



anticipate how o run through inside
Burms, bocauwse [ can see them coming.”
As you master the ability to place
lures into those Hght spots along a
contour, once again the next step is
tovinject jolts of speed into the mix.
As lures reach the key zone, kick up

the throttle from 2 to 4 mph—nota |

gradual acceleration, but a jolt of
speed. Depending on the angle of the
drop-off, the boat should now lie on
top of the shallow flat, lures jetting
through the good water. Immediately

shift into neutral, tuming hard to face |
the bow back toward the edge of the |
contour, Using a chart plotter, this

maneuver is easy because vou already
know where the boat is positioned
relative to the structure.

Ifvou've done the first part of the

Ve » lunes shoulbd be slowdy
wabb»!m&inlhe inside comer. It's
often a good idea to pause here for a

fesw seconds if the boat's in a good posi- |

tion. ow immediately crank the throt-
the back up to 3 mph or faster, This is

the mcament when strikes usually ooour, |
Continue at this frenzied speed for |

another few seconds. Immediately

throttle back to regular forward speed. |

Maintain this constant spoed until just
before the boat reaches the next key
spot, such as the tip of the next point.
Repeat the turbo-to-neutral hover,
then slip into blast-off mode on this
spot, oo,

"On points, keep trolling well
beyvond the point out over dgq_u_- er
wirter,” Samson siys. “Bigger fish offen
hold in the open water just out past

the tip.

"'IF["W hooked a few walleves on
a given trolling pass—particularly if
they struck in the zame general area—
I mdght not brodl amy: farther but instead
quickly r-:’l'nrnu'f my lines, motor back
upwind from the spot, and start again.
Loften troll crankbaits and miﬂaﬁﬂ}r

catch fish from small spots that seem. |

betber suited to jigging or rigging. I'm
convinced these fish often react only
to-erratic crankbait trolling moves,
These are fish jiggers, and riggers just
don't trigrer,”

TURBO TACKLE

Ceelting any hure—crankbait, spoan,
or spinner rig—to really pop requires
low-stretch line. The speed boost must
be delivered directly to the bait wilhout

being absorbed into the line or rod,
s low-stretch microlines such as
Berkley FireLine 10/4 or Power Pro
15/4 make lures zip during1 speed

surges. On the terminal end of my
mitcro line | often use a 4- to 6-foot
leader of monofilament such as 10-
pound Berkley Trilene XT just ahead
of my lures. This adds a measure of
“give” at the terminal end when a fish
actually takes. But it doesn’t negate
the effect of speed burst,

Turbo moves ane just as important
to anglers trolling with leadcore line,
Due to the weight of leadcore—com-
bined with the intense speed surges—
rod power needs te be heavier than
that of a typical trolling rod. A Shi-
mang S-foot Talora TLABIMEG-2 =
one good leadoore rod that holds up
b intense speed bursts.

Many trolling rods are made of

bt the stiffness of graphite
works best here, Glass rods are just
too soft and sponge out the “zip™ that
turbo moves deliver through IE(_-
down the ling to the lure, Rods should
be just soft enough to absorb some of
the shack of striking fish, but fast
enaugh through the lower two-thirds



Rigging a Camera for Video Fishing
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of the blank to keep baits reacting to
speed changes. The new S-foot Mr.
Walleye Series rod, which handles
superling, leadeore, and planer boards,
i another good choioe,

Boards are an important tool in
trelling applications. Trolling with
the wind, add a quick burst of specd
just as a board rides the crest of a
large wave, The board digs in, then
catches air at the top of the wave,
crashing back down into the following
wave and skidding to a‘halt. Each
pact of this little stunt does some-
thing different to the lure—surging,
stalling, and occazionally eipping it
forward. These erratic moves often
et fizh to eat.

LURES

Crankbails need to track straight
at high speed. A good test for alure is
to run it behind the boatat 5 tod mph.
IF the plug comtinually pulls right, left,
orskips out of the water, lune it 5o it
runs nght, or get rid of it

Durability is important, too, az
sirikes at high speeds can shness =ome
lures. Two of my favorite options are
the Magzam Rapala models CI4 and
CIME, sinking lures with metal lips. 1
like the Magnum's action during
pauses, wobbling as it swims a little
dlerper—a great rismering mManeuver,

The 3-inch Lé&5 MirrOLure
Crankbait is anofiver good lure, over-
looked by most walleye anglers.
Again, it's precision-tuned and
durable. It's also a jointed bait, pro-
viding a little extea shimmy—some-
tirnes a plus for trelling in warm water.
Longtime producers like Shad Raps,
Wally Divers, and Eebel Spoonbill
Minnows are good choices too. So
are Rapala Tail Dancers and some of
the bigger muskie-style cranks like
the Suick Cisco Kid.

[ also wse spoons like the small
Dreanweaver LW, a lure that's recently
besery Bt on Lakie Erae’s Westorm Basin.
Spoons work well trolled behind Dipsy
Dhversat up tod.5 mph, Finally, spin-
ner rigs dressed with a 6-inch Berkley
Gulp erawler work at speeds up to
about 3.5 mph. Indiana or willowleaf
blades of 8 i35 or #7 stze excel for high-
speed lm]!in%.

Turba trolling is all about push-
ing the envelope of & and direc-
biowr=—a firmely jolt here, a timely pase
there. It's all about injecting a little
“eatch-me-if-vou-can” into trolling
mioves for walleyes, B
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