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UNDERWATER

TOWER

The IN'FISHERMAN Rescarch Team
is ﬂ|wﬂ.]r!. wﬂl‘hing o :amq-lh-ing
new, And the Underwater Ob-
servation Tower project is one af
our more ambiliovs ones to dafe,
When we finally work out the bugs
in the design and finish con-
glrwetian, i1 will be an advance in
the sfudy of fresh water goma fish
im their natural environmaent,

In our search for fishary know-
ledge, we have used ond ques:
tiongd many skin divers, But,
thare was always seme problem —
it wios too cold, the water woas foa
murky, the fish got spocked, the
fish could not be found. OF course,
we alse used depth finders and
?rq:r}h units to further verily our

indings, but this Inlermation was

sfill not first-hand, wisual material.
We even built a8 huge aguarium,
bul under such canditions, fish just
do not function normally.

The question was: How do you
raally gal 1o waleh a schoal of fish
in thelr patural surroundings for a
susioined period of time withou
spooking them?

Little by little, the idea of our
IN° FISHERMAMN Underwater Ob-
sorvation Tower began taoking
shape. And, now, linolly, Jeff Zer-
nov, the stolt's Jock-ob-all-trodes,
was commissioned fo go oheod
ond build the fowar.

The cbservation tower is sh
sommwhal like o rocket with o
paointed nose which will moke it
easier for the cylinder to be towed
hy boal. The nose seals waltr-‘l'ighi
to the end of the cylinder, moking
it buoyant, The cylinder. an in-
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ternally reinfarced fiberglass shell,
is five feet in diometer ond 30 feel
im length,

Once the lower is lowed o the
sife an area known fo attract
tish Becawse if is a feeding station
of a stepplng point an a feeding
route the lower section of the
tower is pumped full af sand. This
will et as ballast and provide the
propers weight fo sei the lower in a
vartical positien. Support cables
will seeure it

Since mosi observalions will be
maodae In water 35 lest deep or less,
the tower can be left open and the
gbsarver will be oble to utilize oui-
side air with the oid of o simple cir-
culation pipe and fon, By wusing
bubble shoped plexigloss viewing
ports, the observer will be able 1o
watch fish in thair true elemeant,

Once the tower is In ploce, the
putside could be comoufloged with
brush to provide odditional cover
ond even o possible point of af-
troction for schools of fish on a
feeding movement. I visibility
becomes limited, a system of lights
can be turned on and directed
where necessary.

Since it Is a vory simple struc-
ture, the tower has o minimum of
noisy machinery and equipment,
Alter o pericd of time, it should ap-
pear to be a port of the notural
structural landscape to fish, Af this
peint, wa will be oble fo not only
observe fish, but olso watch their
reoctions fo lures, sound, vibro-

fion, afe. In future study mrn-rﬁ,
we will keep you obreast of pro-.

gress on this project,
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